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	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Symondsbury Parish held on Tuesday 3 May 2005 at 7.30pm in the Symondsbury Schoolroom

PRESENT: Cllr A C Streatfeild, Chairman and Cllrs R N Lidington, R M Baker, M R Davis, C E Harp, and Mr D N Wragg, Clerk. Together with sixteen members of the public, whose names are recorded in the attendance register.

A warm welcome to all present was extended by the Chairman Cllr A C Streatfeild.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr A W Harrison and S L Holmes.

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11 May 2004, having been previously circulated were taken as read and on the proposition of Cllr Harp, seconded by Cllr Baker, the minutes were unanimously approved and signed.

Matters arising. There were no matters arising from those minutes.

Election of Chairman for the coming year. Cllr A C Streatfeild vacated the chair enabling the ballot for chairman to be conducted by the clerk, D N Wragg. Cllr Lidington proposed and Cllr Harp seconded the nomination of Cllr A C Streatfeild. After enquiring if there were any other nominations and receiving none, the clerk called for a show of hands, which resulted in the unanimous election of Cllr A C Streatfeild as chairman of Symondsbury Parish Council for the coming year.

Election of Vice Chairman for the coming year. Cllr Streatfeild proposed, seconded by Cllr Baker, the nomination of Cllr R N Lidington for this important post. There being no further nominations, a show of hands indicated unanimous support for Cllr Lidington. In congratulating Cllr Lidington the chairman also expressed her thanks for the work, which he had put in over the last twelve months.

Appointment of Representatives. The following representatives were nominated and on the proposition of Georgina Burnham, seconded by Cllr C Harp, were elected en bloc.

· Ancient Monuments                Mr Paul Atterbury

· Footpaths                                Mrs Carol Alner.

· Allotments                               Cllr C Harp.

· DAP&TC representatives        Cllr A C Streatfeild and Mr D N Wragg

Annual Report and Financial Statement.

The Annual Report had been widely circulated through the Parish Magazine and by a number of volunteers, to whom thanks were given, and attention was focussed on highlights of the report. Moving toward a wider coverage of the Parish activities a web site had been initiated, for which, any contributions from the area will be appreciated. The voluntary services of a web enthusiast are being sought to manage the web site.

Thanks were extended to District Councillor Gill Summers for her support and advice through the year, and similarly to County Councillor Sandra Brown, who, due to electoral changes was moving on to other areas. The chairman wished her well in her new role.

The Housing Group is still seeking the opportunity to bring affordable homes into the Parish.

The thanks of the council were expressed to Cllr Ken Palk, who had resigned from office after many years of devoted service. Cllr Yvonne Norman had resigned in order to have time to walk the world, having put in great efforts to help resolve the difficulties of the A35.

The resignations leave the council with one vacancy, which they are anxious to fill.

The Clerk presented the figures of the financial statement and answered a number of questions from members of the public. Of interest was the subject of section 137 donations. Limits were defined by the number of electors in the Parish multiplied by the annual published rate. However in deciding to spend, the council gives consideration to the commensurate value of the spend, derived by members of the Parish. 

In conclusion, Mr R B Downing complimented the Chairman on the presentation of a well-balanced report, clear and concise, and brought to the members of the Parish in a very short space of time.

On the proposition of Cllr RN Lidington, seconded Cllr R M Baker, the Report and Financial Statement were adopted without dissent.

Public Questions.
Responsibility for tree falls across a public highway. Was discussed and resolved.

With the Chairman’s permission a petition was circulated to seek support for the double white lining of the A35, from Miles Cross to Chideock Hill.

Closing Remarks.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and support.

The meeting was to be followed by a film of Symondsbury life in the 1930’s and one of the Symondsbury and Eype Mummers.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.12pm 
Signed…………………………………………………………….. date ………………………………………

                       CHAIRMAN

Dnw/05.05.05.
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